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Works Manager's 

Rad1oact1ve Slag -
Columb1um Operat1on 

A few years ago the Niaga~a plant processed some columb1um ore wh1ch 

conta1ned small quantities of uran1um New York State and AEC l1censes were 

requ1red along w1th spec1al precaut1ons during the operat1ons Mr McDan1el 

mon1tored the operat1ons, and Mr. E J. Boyle, who was at N1agara at that t1me, 

and ~·Jho was qual1f1ed by tra1n1ng 1n rad1oact1vity, ~vas designated as the secur­

lty off1cer. The slag from th1s operat1on 1s currently be1ng held 1n a p1le 

beh1nd the Eng1neer1ng Department off1ce at N1agara ' 

Recently, we obta1ned perm1ss1on from the New York State Health 

Department to process some Braz1l1an Araxa columb1um ore wh1ch conta1ns thor1a 

The AEC lS no longer ln the plcture, buc we applled and recelved permlSSlOn to 

(1) conduct the operat1on, (2) bury the slag conta1n1ng the uran1um from the 

old operat1on, and (3) bury the slag conta1n1ng the thor1a from the second 

operat1on 1be slag w1ll be burled as ~rescr1bed 1n our old slag dump. 

Dur1ng the recent operat1on Mr. Leo J. LaFrance mon1tored the opera­

tlon, and a copy of hl·S report 1s attached. The operat1on of the Araxa ore ~vas 

pr1mar1ly to determ1ne the character1st1cs of the ore and the problems Wlth the 

thor1a Tnere are large quant1t1es of th1s ore ava1lable for purchase After 

~e had completed the test operat1on, we rece1ved word from the N1agara County 

Health Department that our test approval ~vas, 1n fact, not val1d, and they 
,.;anted to 1nvest1gate our dust and fume collect1on system We sent them .:1 

sketch of the system and recently rece1ved word that they d1d not approve of 

the s1mple stack we had above the furnace. It 1s to be noted that Mr. LaFrance's 

test resul.ts and comments 1nd1cate concern over the same s1tuat1on. 

Mr. A H. Soeder 1s try1ng to resolve th1s quest1on w1th h1s own 

group, the Eng1neer1ng Department, the N1agara County Health Department and 

Hr LaFrance I assume, at the v70rst, ~.;re w1ll be requ1red to 1nstall some sort 

of dry dust collector so we can collect the dust and bury lt. 

I am gu1lty qf not hav1ng kept you 1nformed of these act1v1t1es and 

knmv that you w1ll not be d1sturbed s1nce th1s 1s our normal procedure. I 
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Mr. K C. Graham - 2 - July 13, 1965 

don't th~nk we can get,too far out of l~ne as we have so many people watch~ng and 
~nstruct~ng us, but I ~nv~te your part~c~pat~on as I feel th~s operat~on may pre­
sent a new s~tuat~on to you. There ~s noth~ng to be done now unt~l the N~agara 
personnel present est~mates of what ~s necessary to make the operat~on sat~sfac­
tory so as to obtain State approval for the operat~on. 

G G Borden 
GGB/bw 
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